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Playing with a Little Funk
Many of today’s banjo players have added a more bluesy, funky edge to their
playing, though that edge has been audible for quite some time.  Scruggs, for
example, had that edge in much of his back-up playing and in songs like Foggy
Mt. Special.

This clearly showed that even in Scruggs’s approach to playing the
banjo you could hear other influences.  Some of my favorite
Scruggs techniques involve his interpretation of Floyd Crammer’s
honky tonk piano back-up and also his pedal steel guitar effects
on the banjo.

As time passed from the early days of bluegrass, we began to see
musical genres develop and evolve with different sounds.  The
rock-n-roll of Chuck Berry, Elvis and Buddy Holly began to take
on a different sound by the 1960’s with the emergence of more
progressive guitar styles, etc.  All of these new sounds, from rock-
n-roll to Motown, had an impact on the way the banjo was going to
be played.

Continued on Page 2
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Hot Banjo Licks News

Playing with a Little Funk Continued...
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J.D. Crowe has mentioned that early rock-n-roll guitar pioneer, Chuck Berry, had an
influence on his playing as did a number of others.  You can hear the influences of rock-
n-roll, jazz and blues in the playing of Don Reno and Sonny Osborne (surprise, surprise!)
Let’s face it, every generation is influenced by the music in that generation, and this also
holds true for the music that Bill Monroe, the Stanley Brothers, Flatt and Scruggs and
Jimmy Martin created.  It’s for this very reason bands today should not be criticized for
being progressive.  All of our founding father heroes were progressives, why shouldn’t we
follow their example?  Let’s not forget the heavy influence Bob Dylan even had on Earl
Scruggs!  By the way, did you know that Dylan played a role in the break up of Flatt and
Scruggs?

So what does this have to do with playing the banjo with a little funk?  Well, everything.
My challenge to you is to learn as many spicy, funky licks as you can in order to make
your playing that much more interesting and versatile.  Have fun!

Email Dave @  Dave@HotBanjoLicks.com

• Computer Woes!
Our main recording computer decided to get a nasty virus and shut down.  The
last thing we saw was our beloved Flatt & Scruggs picture on the screen and
nothing more!  It’s in the shop and we’re awaiting it’s return.  In the mean-
while, we have managed to get our newer computer online and up and making
audio recordings. Hence, the delay in the newsletter and the new Funky Licks
CD.  But it’s done now, and we’re back on line!

• The December Edition of the Newsletter
We’re decided to take the month of December off to get our computer issues all
resolved and updated.  The main problem is that we’re using a small collection
of old computers and the time has come to update them!  This is good, but also
represents a big learning curve as we push forward into the realm of Mac OS X
and a couple new computers.  And with the holidays here, we’d like to take the
time to be with our families.  Look for a new newsletter in January with new
licks, tab and information!

mailto:dave@hotbanjolicks.com


lick of the month

L.O.M.   - A Funky Little Lick
In honor of our latest release, Funky Licks, and to compliment the comentary and slightly funky
version of No Mother and Dad tab in this issue, we bring you the Lick of the Month.  This is a
great alternative way to come into a bluesy song like “Blue Night.”

.WAV File
Click to Download

.Mp3 File
Click to Download

Banjo Tip of the Month
If you’re trying to learn a break off a favorite CD or Mp3, consider downloading the
freeware program  Audacity off the internet.  If you have iTunes or Windows Media
Player on your computer, it will allow you to take a CD selection and export as a
Mp3.  Audacity will then allow you to import a song and you can then clip out just the
break and save it as a Mp3 file.  Add a little white noise space at the end and you’ll
have just the part that you want to learn and can play it over and over without having
to fuss with backing it up or fast forwarding over and over on the CD player while
you’re practicing.

Click HERE for a Link to  Audacity - Sound Recording Software

Send us your hot tips...   Tips@HotBanjoLicks.com
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http://www.hotbanjolicks.com/LOM12-06.mp3
http://www.audacity.com
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subscribers... only

No Mother or Dad
This month’s free tab is that classic “No Mother or Dad” that Flatt and Scruggs really tore up!
It’s a great song to whip out at a jam because it’s not as popular as most of the tried and true
jam songs.  And if you’re playing in a band and want a nice traditional cover tune, this one is a
gem because it’s not heard as often as some of the favorite covers of Flatt and Scruggs.

We’ve added a little funky twist to it here and there, in honor of this issue.  Hope you enjoy it!

Hey Banjo Playing Fools!
Please feel free to send this newsletter to all your friends!
And if you’re reading this and it didn’t come directly to you
from HotBanjoLicks.com, please stop in and sign up!  We

don’t want you to miss any of the goodies that we’ll be
giving to our subscriber friends!

Visit:  www.HotBanjoLicks.com

Sherri  telling the neigh-
bor lady about the Hot
Banjo Licks Newsletter

Free Download
Good only for 30 days!

CLICK HERE!!

The Zip File includes several audio
tracks for you to listen to, play

along with and learn about playing
this month’s tab.
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No Mother or Dad
G TUNING - Arranged by Dave Russell

Written by Lester Flatt and Curley Sechler
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what’s new at
HotBanjoLicks.com

Funky Licks is Done!
Well, it’s taken us just a

little longer than we wanted,
but it’s well worth the wait!

50 great funky licks to spice up your playing!
These will make the children run for the hills and the women

stare in awe at your the sound out of that banjo!

And ONLY for our newsletter subscribers....
we’ve got a VERY Special Holiday Deal for you! 

You can get a copy of Funky Licks CD
for a special price of only $12 or a Download for only $7.00

Or... We have a SUPER Special just for the holidays...
Get all 4 available Hot Licks CDs

Kick-offs • G Licks • Funky Licks • Endings
For only $50.00

(That’s 200 licks on audio recordings and 4 PDF E-Books of Tab)
(Regularly, $14.99 each)

Or get all 4 editions as a download
(it’s BIG and will take a while to download!)

For Only $32.00
International Specials too, Please click below and visit the site.

Click HERE to go straight to the
special ordering page just for subscribers

www.HotBanjoLicks.com/deal.html
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HotBanjoLicks.com provides the banjo player with
economical CDs and PDF e-books of the licks you want
to learn and incorporate into your own style of playing.

Different volumes include:

G Licks    •    Kick-offs    •    Endings
Back Up Licks   •   Funky Licks   •  Melodic Licks

Hot Banjo Licks are designed for the intermediate banjo player that is looking
to spice up their playing with more creative sounds to help develop their own
style.  Buying lots of tab books just to get that great kick-off or a tag lick can
be expensive.  Each of our Hot Banjo Licks collections offer you 50 great licks

with an e-book of the tabbed lick as well as audio recordings of each lick
played cleanly and at a medium rate for practice.  All for one great low price!

Mix and match the different collections, buy just the ones that you WANT!  If
you only want endings, then buy just the endings volume that suits you!

And you can download them NOW!  No waiting for the mail, it can be
even the middle of the night or half way across the world!  Or purchase them
as convenient CDs mailed to you.  Either way, you’re ready to add the spice

you’ve been looking for to your playing!

Be sure to sign up for our Lick of the Month newsletter!  It’s free!
You’ll get a new lick and audio recording as well as tips and information

on playing the banjo!  Check out the website for more information.

www.HotBanjoLicks.com
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